
Series: Basic Doctrine of the Bible

Title: Lesson 8 — The Bible was Canonized

Text: Luke 24:44


“The Good Book didn’t just fall from heaven one day, bound in black leather, assembled into 
chapters and verses, and translated into English…with the words of Christ in red.  The Bible 
started as a bunch of ancient documents — or in some cases, scraps of documents — written 
and copied by ancient scribes.  The journey from dusty papyrus to gold-lined onionskin is a 
long one.” Jason Boyett


1.  CANONIZATION  DEFINED 

“Canon” = Our English word “cane” comes from the Greek word “kanon.”  


“Canon” = The Hebrews had a word — “qaneh” — that had a similar phonetic sound.  Both the 
Greek and Hebrew words for canon were originally used in reference to a reed — a tall, thick, 
stalky grass that was prevalent in the ancient Near East.


“Canon” = was used to speak of a standard used for measurements.  Thus, we can think of 
canon as referring to a ruler or measuring rod.  


“Canonization” = “…the process by which biblical books became recognized as authoritative in 
the Christian church and are eventually drawn together into a collection of books.” McKim


“Canonicity is a book’s right to be included in the Biblical canon because God has determined 
it so and man has recognized it as inspired by God.” Michael Bere


2.  BIBLICAL WITNESS OF CANONIZATION 

John 7:38


Acts 8:32


Romans 4:3


1 Timothy 5:18


2 Timothy 3:10 & 14-15


1 Corinthians 14:37-38


2 Peter 1:15-16


Revelation 22:18-19


3.  HISTORICAL EVENTS IN THE PROCESS OF CANONIZATION 

397 A.D. — the Council of Carthage


4.  QUESTIONS ABOUT CANONIZATION 

A.  How did people know what books should be included in the Bible? 

“It is not so much a process of deciding which books we want to include in the canon, but 
rather a process of discovering which books belong there.” Williams & Shaylor




As the church grew, several standards were used to discern which books belonged in the New 
Testament… 

1) Influence from the apostles


2) Agreement with the teaching of Jesus


3) A sense of Holy Spirit inspiration


“A book first has divine authority based on its inspiration, and then attains canonicity due to its 
general acceptance as a divine product.  No church council by its decrees can make the books 
of the Bible authoritative.  The books of the Bible possess their own authority and, indeed, had 
this authority long before there were any councils of the church.” Lightfoot


B.  What about the Apocrypha? 

 The word “Apocrypha" refers to that which is “hidden,” “secretive,” or “concealed.”


“The books commonly called Apocrypha, not being of divine inspiration, are no part of the 
canon of the Scripture, and therefore are of no authority in the church of God, nor to be any 
otherwise approved, or made use of, than other human writings.” The Westminster 
Confession of Faith


C.  What about the “lost books” of the New Testament? 

Galatians 6:11



